Meet Cigarista of Redington Shores
Cigarista is a cigar shop located at 18131 Gulf Boulevard, Suite AA, in Redington Shores. It’s next door to Friendly Tavern and right across the street from the main beach parking and Bad Ass Coffee.

Cigarista is owned and operated by Mike Smith. He’s from Georgia, originally, and most recently from Atlanta, 28 years, prior to moving here almost four years ago. This is a “second” life for him, having worked in research and development in the computer and telecommunications industries for over 30 years. He said, “It’s much better than working for a bureaucratic corporation like I did for many years. Here I’m only concerned with keeping my customers happy. This is very much a relationship business and I enjoy that. I get to know all my regulars by name and what kinds of cigars they like.”

Cigarista has a large variety of cigars and accessories. Even though they are at the beach, the prices are normal cigar shop prices and not inflated for tourists. He told us, “Half my business or more is from locals in the area and the rest is from visitors on vacation. Many of the visitors become ‘regulars,’ having me ship cigars to them once they return home. I also shipped thousands of dollars worth of cigars to the troops in Iraq and Afghanistan last year funded mainly from customer donations. We do discounts for the purchases, pay the shipping and file the customs forms as well as keeping an ongoing list of troops overseas wanting to receive cigars. The current list has over 600 troops. We’ve sent cigars to about 300 of those so far.”
Mike is also a writer and spends some time doing that between customers. He did a cigar column for a local paper for a while and does a regular column for Tobacco Retailer Magazine. He’s also done a couple of features for the magazine. He’s also known to do some watercolors, Chinese brush art and throw a pot now and then. Stop by, say hello and get to know our local business owners.

Cigarista can be reached at 727-393-6700 or via email at mike@cigarista.com. Their web site is at www.cigarista.com. 
