President Says… It’s about heart.
Hello, Georgia Writers.  As I write this, I’m sitting in my “cave” in front of the computer with cold rain falling outside.  Inside, I’m fighting a sore throat and achy body.  Winter is a nice frame of reference but I am by nature a warm weather guy and so would like as little of the cold as possible.  The challenge today is to be upbeat, positive, and strong because I have a deadline for this piece to hit the newsletter.
So much of writing is like that.  There are days that you might really be inspired and the words seem to flow as fast as you can capture them.  Other days you might need a crowbar to fetch the smallest of syllables from whence they come.  The good writers, the long time writers, and the professional writers know that you must show up and write anyway.  You cannot write on only good, inspired days if you are writing on a deadline.  You show up at the paper or computer and put down the words that do come one after another and worry about the quality later.
One of my favorite quotes on writing is from Red Smith when he said, “There is nothing to writing; all you do is sit down at a typewriter and open a vein.”   The process sounds simple but simple doesn’t mean easy or painless.  Writing from your heart is a risky thing and you can feel vulnerable but, oh, the places you’ll go.   Moreover, you might take us along with you for a beautiful ride.  If something comes from your heart, you can bet that it will be in many of ours as well.
Georgia Writers continues to stay busy with more activities on the youth front, more involvement with other organizations and scores of opportunities.  Many wonderful opportunities are out there.  Our audit is scheduled to be done by the middle of February and that frees us up to apply for some grants.  Our biggest fear is that we might take on too much and not do all of them justice.  We need lots of help from volunteers and much of that can be used to build your writing resumes.
Now that we are solidly into 2003, I want to encourage you even more to get to know your fellow Georgia Writers.  Our January meeting had 93 people in attendance, an all-time record.  Talk about the organization to those around you.  I do that constantly and you might be amazed at how often you find a new fellow writer.  Leave this newsletter out in plain view on your table at Starbucks or wherever and see if someone doesn’t ask you about it.  Many writers still do not know about us but would love to.  Spread the word and make some new friends.  The friends are what it’s all about.
Finally, I’ll leave you with a thought from one of my favorite writers, Anne Lamott, in her book, Bird by Bird, “Write boldly.  Life is lukewarm enough!  Give us a little heat!  We write to expose the unexposed.  If there is one door in the castle you have been told not to go through, you must.”  It’s about heart.  And courage.
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