
A Trio of Top Cigars
y the time of the Cuban revolurion in 19i9.
the Toraflo family owned and opcr.rred 1-
farms throughout Cuba. Tirc f.rrri lr '  gres'

tobacco for almost al l  of the grcrt - :L.r:  : . i ; rorres

there  and expor ted  la rge  qr - r . rn t i : : r . , , :  :ohr tcco

leaf to factories around the .ro:, . i .  : : :- . : : . l ing the

U.S. Carlos Toraio expancl.-cl : i :.
business into grou.inq tt l..,.- -
Mexico and Ecuador.  Th(  -  : : : : ' , :
four generations, he:rcl.'t1 .:'a :r '.'.

by the son of  Clar lo. .  (  : r . , :  -
Toraf,o.

Last  r -ear .  Tor , r : ( , .  : ' . i .J . :  :
Miami,  took l . . t ; .  ,  : . : :
. L -  ' - ^ - 1 , - , : , , . ,  , , .  j
t l l l  l l l d l N ! t r l l \  J , l \ .  \ , . -

^ f  : , -  ^ - ^ 1 . . ^u l  l r )  P l u u u l L \ . . r , . r .  : '

n r s r  T ' r n e  i r  h  r .

Graycl i f f  Cis ,er ' '  . i : . :  -  . '
The  compan l  h . r '  i . , . :
w i rh  t h i s  reo rgan i z . r r i , ' : ' .  . '
too busy to come ul r  \ \  : : : .
great new cigars.

The Single Resion -  \ - -  -

Jalapa by Toraflo is a bir::,:
all tobacco (wrapper. b':::,:- '
and fi l ler) that comes :: ::
one growing region, .Ji,.r: ' .,
N i ca ragua .  More  spec i t i . , .
the tobacco comes f ronr  : : . ,
E l  Estero Farm there.  The, , , : , : ' :
98 covering this NicaraeLlrn : '..-
rich, favorful and a l itt le i :,::
changes as it's smoked. It ha. .. :
character isr ic  of  tobacco qro\ \ : :  . '
is very smooth but with sonr. : '
bite. The cigars are packed ri: ir:
they should not be over hunrl.:.::.
will suffer.

Sizes for this cigar are Ron.:.: i

G r a n d e ,  6 " x 5 4 , a n d a C h u r c h i l i . - , '  .
be fo re  s ta te  and  l oca l  r axes  i :  ) ' i
price is exceptional for the proJ..,: -:-
distribution is intended to be t,, i-:.-.-.
stores only.

Al tadis  U.S.A.  has been cr) : r . : : - - , :
since 1918 and has some very u'eli x::, ' . ' ,  :
including Montecristo, Rome o .
Upmann, and tinidad. The conr:'.:: ' . '
production facil i t ies in the Don.rin:...:-.

. : : : , '  t . rn-r i l r '
\  i - ;  r , rgu.r .
: : ' : \  \ f r . l n S

t

Honduras, Puerto Rico, Florida, and Richmond,
VA, and has production affiliations in Mexico and
Nicaragua.

Altadis U.S.A. has also been busy bringing out
some new products, including the \Tarlock cigar,
*,hich first debuted last fall. Rolled in Nicaragua,
its production is supervised by Omar Ortez, a
renowned cigar maker, who created the blend.

The cisars are medium to full bodied and
smooth. The smoke is bold
with some tastes and flavors
detectable but subtle. The fillers
a re  Domin i can  and  N ica raguan ,
the binder is Nicaraguan and
the wrapper is an Ecuadorian
Cubano, dark and oily.

Sizes produced include
Belicoso, 6" x5 4, Churchil l, 7 "x54,

Corona, 5 Vz"x44, Robusto, 4
3/a,"x54, and Toro, 6"x54. Prices
srarr at $5.75 before state and
local taxes. Boxes include 21
sticks. Prices are very reasonable
for a high end, premium stick.
Note that this cigar is not for the
beginner; it does pack a punch.

La Gloria Cubana by General
Cigar became one of the most
popular brands ever created
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MIKE SMITH
owned and operated
Cigarista cigar shop at
the beach in Redingon
Shores, Fla,, for four years.
He has smoked cigars
for much longer and has
written on many topics
forTobacco Retailer and
elsewhere. lf you have
any cigar suggestions
or questions, send an
e-mail to joemikesmith@
earthlink.net.
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during the cigar boom of 1990s. Originally created
by Ernesto Perez-Carrillo in Cuba, the brand varies
in its tastes and strengths to please a wide variety
of palates. The Artesanos are limited edition
blends rolled in special sizes. They commemorate
the success of the La Gloria Cubana line in the
Dominican Republic. This unusual cigar, the La
Gloria Cubana Artesanos de Obelisco, was created
as a tribute to the cigar makers at El Credito's
"fabrica" in Santiago, Dominican Republic.

]t features an Ecuadorian Sumatra wrapper, a
Connecticut binder, and a mix of Dominican and
\icaraguan long fillers creating a tasty, mild to
rnedium-bodied taste. Though subtle, many ilavors
lie underneath, with a bit of spice included. The
construction borders on oerfect and the draw rs
ercellent. Only the b.rt.ol.r, can do that with this
kind of shape. The Obelisco comes only in the size of
;" x+4x57 . Packaged in a box of 25, the price before
:r.rrc rrX and local tax is around $9 per cigar.TR


