
Commonly Misused Words

In days gone by, you rarely saw bad grammar in things produced commercially. Now with reduced budgets and easy publication, editors are often left out of the process. Bad grammar shows up in print and TV ads, in magazines and even on billboards.
This brief is not intended to make you an expert but to point out a few of the words that are often misused so you can use them properly.

Your and you’re.


Your is a possessive pronoun showing ownership. You’re is a contraction of “you are.”  You’re going to regret it if you don’t get your finances in order. If using you’re, replace it with “you are” and see if it sounds right. If not, you likely mean your. The most often misuse is using your when you mean you’re. A typical misuse would be “Your going to love it.”
Its and it’s.


It’s is a contraction of “It is.” Its is possessive. It’s good when everything is in its place. If you’re using it’s, try replacing it with “it is” and see if it sounds correct. If not, you probably want its.

They’re, there, and their.


There is an adverb indicating place and can also be used as an expletive. As an adverb, He is just sitting there. As an expletive, There is only one drink left. They’re is a contraction of “they are.” They’re going to town. Try substituting “they are” and see if it sounds right. Their is a possessive pronoun. The car belongs to their mother. Now altogether, There is the car that they’re taking home to their mother.
To, too, and two.


To is a preposition. Too is an adverb. Two is a number. Too many of his throws were to the left but the last two were right on the mark. Too is often used in place of “also.” He ran to the bar two times too. The most common mistake is using to when you mean too.
Than and then.


Than is a conjunction used in comparisons. Then is an adverb indicating time. His manner is more than I can stand. He said good morning and then I recognized him. Then tells when.

Accept and except.


Accept is a verb that means to receive. Except is used to exclude something. I will accept all of your arguments except the last one. Please except that item from my bill.
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