Pinellas Living Green Expo 2009
By Mike Smith

Once upon a time, if you went to a “Green Expo,” practically everyone there was a hippie, a tree hugger or both. That has changed. Now you see people from all walks of life who are concerned about the environment and some that are looking to save money with a long term view. The Expo at Harborview Center in Clearwater was no exception. It was held on May 2nd and 3rd.
Organic food sellers, all natural bath and body products, organic cleaning solutions, all natural pet food, native plant life and organic clothing sellers were all there. There were groups you know about like the Sienna Club, Create Clearwater and others lobbying the legislature to take a stronger interest in the environment. Several groups were present urging you to get back to nature in the form of the area’s parks personnel and naturalist groups.

You could get information on insulation, solar powered attic fans, clean air filtration, high efficiency appliances, highly efficient windows, solar panels that heated water and solar panels that produced electricity. Major companies in the air conditioning business showed up touting their higher efficiency units. You could get products to clean your car without using water.

Magazine and newspapers with an environmental bent were there from Pinellas County and as far away as Sarasota. Many groups had something to do with the area’s water and there were a lot of those. Progress Energy offered to do energy audits for you and also to reduce your electricity bill if you put one of their peak load management units at your home. These would allow them to remotely disable hot water heating and air conditioning during very high periods of consumption generally without you noticing any effects.
Habitat for Humanity made an appearance. An interesting thing they were doing new is to get more involved in this county with remodeling projects rather than new dwellings given the scarcity of land in the area available for building.

The stated goal of the event was to generate increased awareness for preserving and protecting the resources we often take for granted. This was the fourth annual event and it included about forty seminars on a large number of topics. They included general “green,” transportation, water conservation, pollution, energy saving tips, cisterns, remodeling, wildlife, gardening, solar energy, composting and landscaping, home remedies and green tax rebates and incentives.

For more information check the web at www.PinellasLivingGreenExpo.org for a complete list of exhibitors.

