That old fireplace of yours seems to be tired and way past its prime. What can you do about it short of tearing the puppy down or selling the house? It turns out that there are quite a few things you can do and without breaking the bank. You can start small. You can do different projects as you have the funds and time to do them. If you are a do it yourself type with some basic skills, you can do a lot of the work yourself.
If you have a brick fireplace, you might want to consider giving it a facelift with a fireplace paint job for the brick. You can definitely do this one yourself. Don’t just grab any old paint and slap it on the brick. Spend a few dollars more and get materials that are actually designed for the job. A kit is available in a variety of modern color schemes that includes everything you need for under $200. You get all the paints and base coat you need for an average sized fireplace, all the tools and accessories required, detailed written instructions and also a video on DVD to show you step by step what to do. Shipping to your door is included in the price. 
This is a project you can do in a weekend with much of that time spent allowing the different coats to dry. The only prep that’s usually needed is to brush off anything loose like pieces of mortar or old flakes of paint if it’s been painted before. If this is something you might want to do, do it first before the other decorating fireplace ideas that are here. It could be the beginning of a complete fireplace makeover.
Next, think about adding or updating a fireplace mantel or mantel shelf. You could make this yourself if you’re really handy but purchasing a kit adds a lot of professionalism, great materials, plans, and simple assembly. Mounting the kits is not complicated. It’s like adding a picture frame onto the fireplace. Few things add more to a fireplace and the room it’s in. Fireplace mantels or mantel shelves can be added to most any style of fireplace, whether brick or not.

The next upgrade that follows might be adding or replacing fireplace doors. Many models are available at reasonable prices. Often, you can order an exact match based on the manufacturer’s name and model number you can find on a plate attached to the manufactured fireplace box. If that isn’t available, the doors may be ordered by taking a few simple measurements of width and height. Not only will you be making a beautiful addition but you increase the safety factor and energy efficiency as well. If you keep these closed when the fireplace isn’t in use, the firebox becomes an insulation area between the room and the chimney. Keeping children and pets away from flames and soot is also a real plus. 

Decorating fireplace mantels is something you can easily do and it allows for your creativity. The shelf may be used to rest a framed picture or piece or art. They’re a great place to display family heirlooms. Vases, statuary, candles and portraits are a few of the many things that may be used to dress up the area and call attention to the thing of beauty you’ve created. Many people use the mantel and hearth as a place to seasonally decorate. Evergreen and lights, with maybe a wreath add smells and sights to the Christmas season. A menorah can denote Hanukkah is in progress. Gourds, small pumpkins and baskets tell of autumn and harvest. Easter has its own set of items with baskets, bunnies and the like. Candles go with lots of holiday schemes by varying color and scent. Use your imagination and know whatever you do here keeps things changing and will be uniquely you.
Some of the same ideas can apply to the hearth. If you don’t have them or they’re old and decrepit, a new set of fireplace tools can add a nice and functional touch. Put them on one side of the hearth and balance the other side with a potted plant, wood holder or a piece of woodwork. Add a useful touch with a brass holder for long fireplace matches. A fireplace rug in front of the hearth will decorate the area and provide protection from stray sparks or ash.

Make your upgrades and additions and see the amazing difference in the appearance of your old fireplace. Your room will come alive and be the talk of the neighbors.  Dress it up. Add portraits, statuary or family heirlooms on top to decorate it. There are few things you can do to add more visual impact for a small amount of money.
